The Freedom to Read

The American Library Association, by action of its council in 1953, jointly with the American
book Publishers Council, endorsed a statement on the “Freedom to Read”, which is as timely
now as it was then. Here is the essence of that statement.

The Freedom to Read is essential to our democracy. It is under attack. Private groups and public
authorities in various parts of the country are working to remove books from sale, to censor
textbooks, to label “controversial” books, to distribute lists of “objectionable” books or authors,
and to purge libraries. These actions apparently rise from the view that our national tradition of
free expression is no longer valid; that censorship and suppression are needed to avoid the
subversion of politics and the corruption of morals. We as citizens devoted to the use of books
and as librarians and publishers responsible for disseminating them, wish to assert the public
interest in the preservation of the freedom to read.

“We are deeply concerned at these attempts at suppression. Most such attempts rest on a denial
of the fundamental premise of democracy: that the ordinary citizen, by exercising his critical
judgment, will accept the good and reject the bad. The censors, public and private, assume that
they should determine what is good and what is bad for their fellow citizens.”

“We trust Americans to recognize propaganda, and to reject obscenity. We do not believe they
need the help of censors to assist them in this task. We do not believe they are prepared to
sacrifice their heritage of a free press in order to be ‘protected’ against what others think might
be bad for them. We believe they still favor free enterprise in ideas and expression.”



